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Pine to Prairie
Birding Trail

ConiferousForest
DedduousForest
Tallgrass Prairie

= Birding Trail Location

Minnesota’s First Birding Trail

Welcome to Northwestern Minnesota where a unique collection of habitats provide
homes for a tremendous variety of birds. Pine forests, deciduous woodlands, native
tallgrass prairie, aspen parkland, sand dunes (remnants of Glacial Lake Agassiz),
calcareous fens, bogs, marshes, large and small lakes and rivers make up the
transition zone that offers over 275 species of birds. Most of the sites are on public
land or private reserves open to the public. There are not facilities at all sites.

Some of the unique “lifers” you can see here include the Northern Goshawk, Ruffed
Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Yellow Rail, American Woodcock, Snowy Owl,
Northern Hawk Owl, Great Gray Owl, Three-toed and Black-backed
Woodpeckers, Boreal Chickadee; Bay-breasted, Connecticut and Mourning
Warblers; Red and White-winged Crossbills and Pine and Evening Grosbeaks.

This guide will help you get started. It provides a reference for beginning to
advanced birders. The trail is over 200 miles in length with 45 sites to view birds.
These sites offer some of the most spectacular birding in the state, along with
scenic beauty and friendly communities. Although spring, summer and fall offer
an abundance of birds, winter is also an exciting time to see winter specialties.

The Pine to Prairie Birding Trail is dynamic. Birding trail logo signs are in place at a
number of birding locations; however, complete signage is not currently in place.
Interpretive signs are in place at featured sites; the future will bring additional
signage and informational improvements.

Currently, check with Tourism Officials at Detroit Lakes, Fergus Falls, Pelican
Rapids, Roseau, Thief River Falls and Warroad for information on bird sightings
and assistance with trip planning.

The Pine to Prairie Birding Trail is a unique partnership between the NW Minnesota
communities of Detroit Lakes, Fergus Falls, Pelican Rapids, Roseau, Thief River Falls
and Warroad,; participating agencies U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources Nongame Wildlife Program, Explore Minnesota
Tourism, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation; the birding entities of the Minnesota
Ornithologist’s Union, Audubon Minnesota, Lakes Area Birding Club and the Agassiz
Chapter of the National Audubon Society.

Special contributors to this brochure include Audubon Minnesota, as well as funding
Jor the project by the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as
recommended by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR).

www.mnbirdtrail.com
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Fergus Falls | Pelican Rapids | Detroit Lakes | Thief River Falls | Roseau | Warroad
Fergus Falls 20 45 141 203 223
Pelican Rapids 20 24 118 181 203
Detroit Lakes 45 24 96 158 178
Thief River Falls 141 118 96 62 82
Roseau 203 181 158 62 20
Warroad 223 203 178 82 20
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1. WARROAD POINT PARK/OBSERVATION MOUND

HABITAT: Mouthof the WarroadRiver andL akeof the Woods;sardbarsat timesof low
waterlevels; lake edgewith treesandcattail marsh.

FEATURES: WarroadPoint Parkis partof a
recteatonal site managedby the City of Warroad.
The areahaspublic ramps a drive-up naure
viewing ares, an observatiortower, Ogprey nesing
platforms, a beach, campgroud andample
parking. The obsevationmoundis located1/4
mile westof thecity pier.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
May throudh Novenber.

Warroad Observation Tower

Katie Haws

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Commnon Loon;

Red-reded Grebe; AmericanWhite Pelican;

Greater Scaup; CommonGoldeneye; Bonaparte's, Frarklin’s and Herring Gulls; Caspiarand
Common Tern; shorebirdsandmigrart passenes. In migration, look for rarities such

as: Redthroaed Loon; Harlequn Duck; Scders; Little and Saline’s Gulls andPiping Plover

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Check marstesand sandbarsiearthe overlook
and lake atthe drive-upnatureviewing area or climb the observaton tower,a goad spd to
look for paseriresduring migraion. Waroadis a gateway to Lake of the Woods,a large
uniquelake spanning two provincesandthe stateof Minnesta.

Miles

Thelake has 65,000miles of shorelineand 14,582islands The WarroadPoint Parkis oneof manysitesto visit on the lake, including Zippel Bay

State Park,Gardenlsland State ReceationAreaandthe unique NorthwestAngle islands.

CONTACT: WarroadAreaChambernf Commerce,PO. Box 551, Warroad,MN 56763,800-32844550r 218-386-3543www.warroad.org

2. LOST RIVER STATE FOREST

alder thickets; fields.
Lost River State Forest er thickets, Tields

Roseau
- === = =

/ Roseau Co.

HABITAT: Coniferousanddeciduoudorest;peatbog;river; will ow and

FEATURES: Stée ForestborderingManitobawhich is knownto beareliable
locétion for viewing GreatGray Owls.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: MarchthroughDecenber.

310 BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: SpruceGrouse;Srowy, Northen Hawk, GreatGray and
Northern Sav-whet Owls; Whip-poor-will; Three-toed and Black-backedWoodpeckers;
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher;,CommonRaven;BorealChickadee Magnolia,Cape
May, Blackbumian Bay-breaged, Conrecicut andMourningWarblers\White-winged

Crosshill and othe winter finches Sprague’Pipit
has been recorded herealso.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Thenorthernmosthreemiles of Hwy. 310, just
before reaching the Caradan border, are the best
Accessto areaff the highwayaremainly by
minimum mainenanceaoads,hiking foresttrails
and ditch gradetrails. Someroadsmay be difficult
to travel in winter. Theinterpretivesign is located
West of Highway 310.

CONTACT: Log River Sate Forest, 1101 Lake St NE,
Warroad MN 56763,218-386-1304.
www.dnr.gate.mn.us/state_festdsft00057

www.mnbirdtrail.com



3. ROSEAU WASTE WATER
REATMENT PONDS NIE
HABITAT: Threepondssurroundedby fields. =
BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.Usecautionduring huntingseason. I waite —_—
" ater
BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfow; gulls; shorebirdsIn migration, look for r Jreatment
rarities such as: HarlequinDuck or CaliforniaGull. 28
n Rosea -
f NOTES FOR BIRDING THE 1
AREA: Fenced and gaed. Only theeast S _ 31
pondcan be scamedfrom outsde thefence.

American Coot

Stephen Maxson

23

4

Greenbush

1.800.433.1888

D indicates beadquarters

For accessinside the pondsarea prior sﬁ \ 28
permission is required. Foot traffic only. Roseau Co.

CONTACT: Roseau Utility Department, ,
1198 Cente St. W., Rosaau, MN 56751, )
218-463-2351www.city.roseaumn.us

4. ROSEAU RIVER WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

HABITAT: Marshes;fields; deciduousvoodsandlargepools.

FEATURES: RossauRiver Wildlife Managemerfreaencompasses
61,333acres and is managedy the DNR. The RoseatRiver flows west
throughthe unit. Thereare27 miles of dikes which createthreelargepools
that are managed as wetlands.The areaprovidespremierewil dlife habitatfor
breeding and migratory birds, andis the only nestingspotin Minnesotafor the
Horneal Grebe

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctoberVery popularwith
waterfow! and deer huntersduring seasn. Checkat the headquarterfor
restrictions and areasto avoid.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Five specieof grebes)east Bittem; waterfowl;
Yellow Ral; Sandhill Crane Wilson’s Phalaroe; Frankin’s Gull; Forsteis
Tern; Marsh Wren; LeConte’s and Nelson’s Shap-tailed Sparrows

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Dike roadsaong poolsmay be accessedn
foot or by bicycle. Bestviewing in spring,as
cattails may obscure view of someareadn late
summe or fall. Blinds on the eastside of Pool
Onemay beused for bird observatiorexcept
duringthe waterfowl huntingseason.

Also check areas of sedgemarshsouthof this
WMA aong Co. Rd. 7.

CONTACT: RoseatRiver WMA, -
27952400h St, RoseaUMN Western Grebe James Mattsson
567518057,218-463-1130.




5. BELTRAMI ISLAND STATE FOREST

FEATURES: 669,000acresof jack pine,asperandvastinaccesdile pedlands.
BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughMarch.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Northern Gostawk; Ruffed Grouse;Sprice Grouse; NorthernHawk,
Great Gray ard BorealOwls; Black-billed Cudkoo;, Whip-poor-will; Threetoed and Black-baded

Woodpeckers; AlderFlycacher; Boreal Chickadee morethan20 specief nestingwarblers
including Galdenwinged Cape May, Blackburnian Pine,Bay-breastedConnecttutand
Mournng; Pine ard EveningGroseaks;RedandWhite-wingedCrossbills.
Spruce Grouse Steve Mortenson
NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Foreg roads are open to the public. - N
ThompsonForestRoad s highly ARoSeYL 117 Warro 5
recommended. A few secadaryroads aregated [m o (8 O~
to protect surfacesduring very wet peiiodsof the _ vokeve, + ‘&
spring ard fall. Many forestroads arenot plowed 2 A 4) [
in winter. Logging trails may be hiked, giving 8 | 1
goodaccessto rempte area. Campgoundsand L 2 | Baudette
picnic areas canbefoundhere. 14
CONTACT: ) 3 —
L] Che, L
For the west balf of the state forest: I@J I:l < 72:|
AreaForeg Supavisor, DNR Foresty, ™ k4 18 H
1101 Lake St NE, Warroad MN 56763, 8)- rossback oBraf~y~Stong, L
2183861304 F - m 7:%
For the east balf of the state forest: -
AreaForeg Supavisor, DNR Foresty, Mo Tl |
206Main St. E., BaudetteMN 56623, Red Lake !
2186342172. Ll WMA |
www.dnr.satemn.usstate_foegs/sft00005 H A - a
2 89 44 e
§ Grygla — ’
§ 4 - B Fourtown
..§ B9 S - 89
S 2 42
B
3
E 5 0 5 10 15 20
El : mles

: 6. RED LAKE WILDLIFE
Piliated Woodpecker Roland Jordhl MANAGEMENT AREA

HABITAT: Deciduous andconiferousforest; peat bog and meadow.
FEATURES: 417,000 acreswildlife area managed by the Minnesata DNR.
BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughMarch.
BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: SameasBeltramilslandStateForest.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: RemoteAccessibleonly by forestroadsand
walking trails. Bird checklistavailable Visitors shouldcontact the healquarters office at Norris
Campfor currentcondition of roadsandtrails.

CONTACT: RedLake WMA, POBox 100, 11536FaunceButterfield Rd. SW,
Roosevelt, MN 56673,218-783-6861.

Connecticut Warbler Kathy Adams Clark

www.mnbirdtrail.com
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8. THE WALLACE C.
DAYTON CONSERVATION
AND WILDLIFE AREA

FEATURES: 12,600acesof apenparklandhabi@at are
preservedvithin the WallaceC. DaytonConservatiorand
Wildlife Area, ownedandmanagedy The NatureConservancy
(TNC). This site hasbeendesgnatedby TNC asa “last great
place,”andis an intactremnantof avag dynamiclandscape.
Moos, elk, wolvesandbearcanbe seenhere.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

Sandhill Crane

1.800.433.1888

BIRDS TO LOOK
FOR:

Sham-tailed Grouse;
Yellow Rail;

Sandhill Crane; Marbled
Godwits and

Wilson's Phalargpe.

NOTES FOR
BIRDING THE

Stephen Maxson

7. HAYES LAKE STATE PARK

FEATURES: HayeslLake StatePark,located15 miles southand
nine miles east of Roseauis managedy the MinnesotaDNR. It is
located at the western edgeof the extensivepeatlandsandforestsof
Roseau and Lake of the Woodscounties This 2,950acrestatepark
features hiking, a campgrounda groupcampandcampercabins A
new bogboadwak providesthe visitor with opportunitieso view

boreal bird species, aswell asladyslippers.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
May throughJdunre
Augug throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR:

Common Loon; Osprey;
Whip-poor-will;
Black-backedWoodpeker, Gray Jay;
Black-billed Magpe ard CedarWaxwing
Rare birds recorded bere include:
Sprue Groug; BorealOwl andWestern
Wood-Pevee.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE

Warren Nelson

Black-backed Woodpecker

AREA: Vehicle pemits are recuired. Areamapand bird chedlist are
availale. Picnic areaand canping avail abe. Adjacert to the Beltrami

Island Stee Forest.
Two hundrel bird specieshavebeensightedin the park.

CONTACT: HayeslLake StatePark,48990 Co. Rd. 4, Rosau, MN
56751, 218425-7504 www.dnr.state.mn.uséste_parks/hayes_lake

_F
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Wallace C. Dayton
Conservation and = =

Yellow - TNC
. Green - DNR

i

AREA: Thevastareacan bebestexgdored onfoat.

CONTACT: TNC Tallgrass
AspenPakland Office, 202 N. Main, P.O.Box 139, Karlstad, MN 56732,218-436-3455www.nature.org
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10. TWIN LAKES WILDLIFE

MANAGEMENT AREA

FEATURES: The Twin Lakes WMA, locatedin Kittson County,is
conprisedof over50 percentwetiandswith theremainderin asperforest,
oaksavann anddry prairie. The site is managedy the MinnesotaDNR

andis over 8,000aaesin size.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl; rails; SandhillCrane;warhbers,
Eagern Towhee;American Bittem; sparows,; Bald Eagleard Comnon Loon.

9. LAKE BRONSON
STATE PARK

FEATURES: Lake BronsonStatePark,
3,598acres in size, is locatedtwo miles east

Y A Lake of thetown of Lake Bronson,in Kittson
—(22) 28 Bronson County, The pak is locatedwithin the
-k B State Park aspen-pakland ecological provinceof NW
0 Minnesota and featuresuniqueassocited
M ’ wildlife such as mooseandSandhillCranes.  xorthern saw-whet Owl
\ ! Unigueamenities includean observation
a ) tower and a new visitor's center.Therearethreecampground# the park plus
\ @ severa primitive sitesanda groupcamp.
@ —~ D Halma BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJure; AugustthroughOctober.
Ay 2 [ N BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterbwl; Sharp-tailedGrouse;shorebirds
@ —==@= including UplandSangbiper, Long-earecandNorthernSaw-whetOwls;
19 Kittson Co.| woodpekers; warblers; sparrowsandfinches.
1 T roriiet River Fails NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Vehicle permitsarerequired.
4 0 4 Areamgp and bird checklistareavailable. Hiking trails allow for excellentpark
' Miles ' eSS,

CONTACT: Lake BronsonStatePark,Box 9, Lake Bronson,MN 56734,
218-7542200.www.dnr.state.mn.us/state rgdlake_bronson

Lake Bronson

Wildlife
Managemer
Area

A\ AN i
\ Twin Lakes
Halma

American Bittern

Stephen Maxson

NOTES FOR

| BIRDING THE {11
AREA: Prairie

wildflowers arelovely in | g

mid summer. Watch for
moose wolves,bohcatand
river otter. Free canping

at eight primitive sites

within the WMA. (
W A wildlif e observation
moundis locaed onthe 3 0 3 6 9

Strandquist

To Thief River Falls u
1

Roseau Co

2

unit.
CONTACT: DNR

Marshall Co. C
arshall Co 27

/

Wildlife AreaOffice,
202 Main St N.,
Karlstad, MN 56732,
218436-2427.

www.mnbirdtrail.com



11. THIEF LAKE WILDLIFE A i ]
MANAGEMENT AREA 132 *?9

HABITAT: Lake; marsh; deciduousvoods;alder thickets fields. Strathcona

FEATURES: This large wildlife area,managedy the Minnesota any =4
DNR, contans a large shallow lake as well asseverakthousandacres f ; Wildlife

of uplandforested ridges.All told, the unit is 55,000acresin sizeand ; D : M t
provideshabitat for 232 differentbird speces.A small elk herdcan || O R River Lakes ko

be sightedin thevicinity. il 49 .

- 6 a
BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober MI; delf 380th.St. NE—— 32
BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Five speges of grebes; American 12 / BY) 43 54
Bittern; Black-crownedNight-Heron watefowl including Carvasbak 46 ] g
andRuddyDuck; Franklin’s Gull; Sandhil Crane warblersand - = ]
grasdand sparows 123 / : 39 53

Ref

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE 7 < Grygla} |
AREA: Follow the roadaong the 290th St. NE -

sauth endof thelake Theris a

“wil dlife viewingmound”alorg this
road. Theareais notedfor providing
nestng andmigraory habitatfor
manywaterfowl speciesThereis a

120 J EIEI

handicappedccessible wildlif e T\ T

observabn moundlocatedeastof the

headquartes and spectacubir views of  Eared Grebe James Mattsson 6 0 6 12 18

the lake canbe hadfrom the mound. —2_2

Look for shoebirds by the thousandsluring August Miles

CONTACT: Thief Lake WMA, 42280240t Ave. NE, U indicates beadquarters

Middle River, MN 56737,218222-3747.

12. AGASSIZ NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE

HABITAT: Large pools;marshes grasland;brushlandbog; aspenwoodland.

FEATURES: Located in the AspenParkandof MN, this National Wildlife Refuge,
managedy the U.S. Fish andWildli fe Service,is 61,500acres andwasdesignatedsa
globally impottantbird areain 2001.It contans over40,000acresof managedshallow
wetlandsand is a premier spot for viewing wetand wildlife. Oneof the best100birding
sitesin North America. Oneof the beg 50 wildlife observaton areasn theU.S.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: Apnl throthNovember Franklins Gull - Adult & Chick James P. Mattsson

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Five speciesof grebes Black-crownedNight-Heron;waterfow; rails; American Bittern; Bladk-billed Magpie;
Yellow-headedlackbird; Sandhill Crane;shoebirds;Short-earedOwl; Sedge Wren; LeConte’s andNelson’'sSharp-tailedSparrows.
Rarities recorded include: SnowyandCdtle Egrets White-winged Scoter;GoldenEagleandWillow Flycatcher

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Bird checklist, geneal brochure ard refuge map available. Stgp at the office for currentinformation. Office
hoursare7:30 a.m.to 4:00 p.m. weekdays/ear-roundClosedFederaHolidays.Gift shop.Auto tour routeopenMay-Octder. Threeshorthiking trails,
two wheelchair accestble, Headjuartersand Rodah. Pods in drawdown are goad for shorehbirds. Two hundredandninety-fourbird specieshavebeen
sightedat therefuge. It hasthelarged colony of neging Franklin’s Gulls in North Americaandis hometo 17 nestingspeciesf waterfowl. Mooseand
wolvescanalso occasionaly be seenhere.Thereis excelentwildlife viewing from severaroadsin therefuge,aswell asanobsevationtowerand
wildlife displaysin the office.

CONTACT: Agassz NWR, 22996290h St NE, Middle River, MN 56737-9754218-4494115.www.fws.gov/midwest/agassiz
E-mail: agasg @fws.gov

1.800.433.1888




13. OLD MILL STATE PARK

e P

HABITAT: 406 acres Deciduous | F o
woodland; coniferousplantatons; K il g
apenparkland; ok savannahprairie; |
wet meaabws river andlakes

FEATURES: Theparkfeaures
hiking/<i trails anda steampowered
flour mill, as well asa campgroundand
swimming beah. Old Mil| State Parkis
opeted by the MinneotaDNR.

Old Mill State Park

David Arscott

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Sharp-tailed Grouse; Srowy (winter only), Long-
eaed, Shorteaedand Northern Saw-whetOwls; PileaedWoodpeker, vireos; wrens;
warllers andfinches Rarities seen bere include: Clark's Nutcrackerand
Mountan Bluebird.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Vehicle pemits arerequired Area
mapandbird checHist areavailaie. Picnic area andcanping available Birding
canbe excdlent with overonehundredspeciecomnonly foundin the park.

CONTACT: Old Mill StatePark, 33489240t Ave. NW, Argyle, MN 56713,
218437-8174www.dnr.state.mn.ustate_parkssld_mill

N Strandquist
(=
l
n @)
|
A\

59 @R

N Newfolden

To
Thief
River

Falls

U] indicates beadquarters

7 ] 14. WETLANDS,
s PINES AND

> [ ) PRAIRIE AUDUBON

6D © | SANCTUARY

To | Thief River Falls

280th Ave. NW.

Wetlands, Pine|
udubon S

190th St. NW
\ @

;w
b=
25
o

3 0

[ indicates beadquarters

FEATURES: Thesiteis 800acresin sizeand
includes wetlands waterways treeplantings, =
trails and an intrepretive center.The centeris
steffed by a director andtoursareavailableto individualsandschoolgroups.Call for
hoursand availability. This siteis ownedby the AgassizChapterof the NationalAudubon
Sodety.

T el )

David Arscott

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Many paseines, espedally during migration. American
Bittem; Long-eared and Short-eared Owls;
Gray Patridge Blad-billed Cuckoo;Western
Kingbird; grassland sparrows OrchardOriole.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Stopat thevisitor centeror informationkiosk
and sign guest bodk. Bird chedlistavailabe.
Trails are open to the public. Watchfor moose.

CONTACT: WPPAudubonSanctuary,
27453190thSt. NW, Warren,MN 56762,
218-7455663.www.wiktel.net/wpp

Sharp-tailed Grouse Steve Mortensen

www.mnbirdtrail.com




15. THIEF RIVER
FALLS WASTE
WATER
TREATMENT
PONDS

HABITAT: Two primary pondsof 131 acres
each anda semnday pondof 88 acres.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughNovember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR:
Wateffowl; gulls and shorebids.
Rarities found bere include:
Little andCalifornia Gulls.

NOTES FOR BIRDING

THE AREA: Main acces - us CountyRd
73 to Westside of pondoverlook. Prior to
your visit, contad the plantsuperinendent.

CONTACT: Plant Supeintendent,
POBox 528, Thief River Fdls, MN 56701
218681-4425.

www.citytrf.net

Black Tern
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Thief
River
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Waste Water
Treatnjent Ponds

©,

Miles

Stephen Maxson

16. GULLY RICE PADDIES / GULLY FEN
SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA

HABITAT: Rice paddies;fields; pasturesshrubbygrasslandsyoodlandedges;
calcareousfens conifer andhardwoodsespageswamps.

FEATURES: Gully Fen SNA, a1,610acrenaturalareamaragedby the MinnesoteDNR,
includesa calcaeousse@agefen anda lowland tamaack swamp Birds assaiatedwith
lowlandconifer sich asthe White-ThroatedSparrowarecommonhere. The privately
owned rice paddesnearby, when watercoveredaregred placeso view waterfowl and
shoebirds, espedlly in migration.At times,hundred®f swanscanbe seerhere.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: MarchthroughMay.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Watafowl, induding SnowGooseandTundia Swan;
Roughlegged Hawk; Pelegine Falcon; Marbled Godwit and othereaty shorebirds
Snowyand Short-eredOwls. Watchfor Ross’sGeeseamixed with Snow Geese.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Excellentareato visit in early spring.
As migration proceeds, migrant songoirds are common in the area alsa Paddesare
privately owned so pleasestay on main roads. Interesting and
rare plantcommunitiesand beautiful wildflowers. Waterproof
footgearis recommendedBird checklistfor Gully FenSNA
found at: http://filesdnr.state.nm.ugoutdoor_adivitieséras/
gully _fen checHistpdf

CONTACT: RegbnalManager DNR Ecological Sewices,
2115 Birchmont Beach Road NE

Bemidji, MN 56601, 218-55-3634
www.dnr.gate.mn.us/snas/sna01084

|:| Pond Overlook

James Mattsson

Lesser Scaup



17. PEMBINA TRAIL PRESERVE
SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA

HABITAT: Tallgrassprairie; agpenwoods;wet meadovs; willow thickets;
marsh andsedge

FEATURES: This 2,377acre preeve is oneof severalspectaculaprairie
areasnearCrookdon. This site is ownedby The NatureCorservancyandleased
to the DNR-SNA Program. It is associatedwith the Penbinactrail, a major ox-cart
routethattraders usedto haud fur andsupplies between Winnipegand St. Paul.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughSepember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Sharp-tailedsrouse;Greaer Prairie-Chicken;
Yellow Rail; Sandhil Crane;UplandSandpper;Wilsons Phalarope;
Short-earedOwl; Marsh Wren; LeContés Sparrow;Boboiink.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Waterprooffoot gearrecommended. pembina Trail Preserve SNA Katie Haws
No trails available. Foottraffic pernitted. Beauiful wildflowersin summer.
Watch for moose Bird checklig at: http7//files.dnrstate.nm.us/outdoo_activities/snas/pembin&ail _checklist.pdf

CONTACT: Regiond Manage, DNR Ecological Senices,
2115 Birchmont BeachRoadNE ¢ Bemidji, MN 56601« 218-755-834 ¢ www.dnr.stée.mn.us/snas/sna00988

(J> Contactsite managergor
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18. PANKRATZ Memorjal Glacial Ridge
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Chicken; Yellow Rail; Upland Sandpiper
Sharp-ailed Sparow. 44
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Waterprooffootgear recommended\o trails.
Foottraffic permitted. 3 0 3 6

CONTACT: The NatureCongervancy, -
1533728thAve. S., Glyndon,MN 5654, Miles
218498-2679www.nature.og
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19. TYMPANUCHUS WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

FEATURES: 840acr nativeprairie wildlif e managemendrea,managedy
Minne®taDNR.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: GreaterPrairie-ChickenUpland Sancpiper;
Marbled Godwit; Shot-eaed Owl; LeConte’'sandNelsoris Sharptailed Sparrows.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Wateproof footgearrecommended-oot
traffic pemitted. Prairie Chickenblinds aremaintainedoy the DNR on prairie unitsin
the areaandboomingchickensmay be observedn late April/eady May. Contactthe
Wildlife Office to makereservations.

CONTACT: Wildlife AreaManagerMN DNR, 204 S. Main, CrookstonMN 56716,
218281-6063 www.dnr.gate.mn.us E-mail: info@dntstate.mn.us

20. BURNHAM CREEK WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

FEATURES: This unit, comprisel of 1,460acresof prairiesanda wetland
impoundmat, is managedy the MinnesotaDNR.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughAugust.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl; Rough-leggedHawk; Peregring~alcon;
Sandhill Crane; prarie sparrowsjongspurspasserinealongbrushyedgesof
impoundmaets.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Largeconcentration®f SandhillCranesare
most likely in April. Longspurflocks movethroughin early spring.Shorebirdoftenuse
theimpoundnents Besttime to look is late April, May, July andAugust.Checkbrushy
edges of east side of eastpool for passerinedAreais closedto the public during
Septembe andOctobe (waterfowlrefuge).

CONTACT: Wildlife AreaManagerMN DNR, 204 S. Main, Crookston MN 56716,
218-2816063. www.dnr.state.mn.us E-mail: info@dnr.state.mn.us

21. GLACIAL RIDGE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

FEATURES: Thenation'slarges tallgrassprairie resoration projectwas
createl in 2004 as the 545threfugethroughthe efforts of manypartnersThis
24,700acre area of FWS and TNC landincludestallgrassprairie (dry, mesic
andwet); apenwoods;sedgemealows;calcareousgens;andoak savanna.

Blue-winged Teal S. Nielsen

Yellow Rail ‘Warren Nelson

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: SandhillCranesGreaterPrairie-Chickens,
Bobolink, Marbled Godwits Nelson'sSharp-tailedSparrow,Savanna
Sparrow, shorebirds andwaterfowl.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Waterpoof foot wearis
recommaded.No trails available Accessis by foot only. Prairie-Chicken
Viewing/Photogaphyblinds are avaiable April-May. Contactthe Crookston
CVB, at800-8095997,for reservations.

L

Sandhill Crane Stephen Maxson

CONTACT: Gladal RidgeNationalWildlife Refuge pleaseseecontactinfo for Site#22 or
The NatureCongvancy,Glacial RidgeProject,31077StateHwy. 32 S., Mentor, MN 56736,218-637-2146. www.nature.org

Map on page 12 for sites 17-21.

1.800.433.1888
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22. RYDELL NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

HABITAT: Marshes;deciduousvoodlandsfields.

FEATURES: This NationalWildlife Refugewasestablishedn 1992.1t includes
2,200acres with over sevenmiles of accessiblérails, four of which arepaved A
500’ bogboadwadk is alsofeaured,aswell asawetlandoverlookplatform.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Nestng Trumpeter Swans; paseines, including Scarlet
Tanayer; Rose-breaged Grosbeak; grasdand sparows; Bobolink and finches.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE
AREA: Checklist available.
Universdly accessible trails. Refuge
Officeis open 7:30 am.- 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Call ahea for
visitor center and trail access hours.

CONTACT:

Ryddl and Glacial RidgeNWR
17788349th St SE,

Erskine, MN 56535,800-841-0172.
www.fws.gov/midwest/rydell
E-mal: ryddi@fws.gov

Hooded Mergansers Roland Jordahl

23. AGASSIZ DUNES SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA (SNA) /
AGASSIZ ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER (ELC)

FEATURES: Two interestng sitesarelocatednearFertie. Both localespreservaemnantof Minnesota’sonly dunefieldassociatedvith Glacial
LakeAgassiz. The ELC is ownedandmanagedy the city of Fertile andconsistsof a 640 acrenaturalarea.Thereis aninterpretivecenter,a
canpgroundandten miles of trail throughriverine forest blufflands,oak savannatandprairie. The SNA is managd by the MinnesotaDNR. The

Marbled Godwit; Wilson’s Phalarope;
MarshWren; Clay-colored, LeConte’sand @
Nelson’s Shap-taled Sparowsanda 4@ Ferite N _
Agassiz Dunes Bruce Lenning  Variety of migrantsongbirds. To Winger
1
NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: The Sandhil Riveris agoodcorridorfor Agassiz Environmental

songbirdsin migration. The Learning Center offers trails and a rusticcampgroundhat
are openevay day. Call aheador a programscheduleandnaturecenterhours.

Bird chedlist:

http:/ffiles.dnr.stde.mn.usputdoor activitiessnagagassi_dunes_checklist.pdf

CONTACT: Rggiond Manage, DNR Ecological Senices,

2115 Birchmat BeachRoadNE < Bemidji, MN 56601
218-755-3634
www.dnr.satemn.ug¢snas/ea00972

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Sharp-tailed - |
Grouse; Greater Prairie-Chicken; res orhieiveall
Sandhill Crane; Upland Sandpiper;

SNA is 417 acres and containsdry prairie andoak savannaftommunities.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughOctober.

2 0 2 4

I X

Learning Center

i
Agassiz Dunes Scientific
and Natural Area

c

www.mnbirdtrail.com




24. WAUBUN WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA

FEATURES: Tdlgrass prairie; cattail/sedgemarsh;wet meadow.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughJune.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Northern Harrier, Greaer Prairie-Chcken;

Yellow Ral; Sandhill Crare;
prairie sparrows including
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed

NOTES FOR
BIRDING THE
AREA: Rails may not be
presentduring dry years
Foottraffic permitted.
Waterprooffootgea
recmmmended.

CONTACT: Wildlife
AreaManager,MN DNR,
14583Cty. Hwy. 19,
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501.
218-847-1578.
www.dnr.gate.mn.us

25. HELLIKSEN PRAIRIE
WATERFOWL PRODUCTION
AREA

FEATURES: Oneof 168 Wateifowl ProductionAreasmanagedy
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the surroundingcountiesthis
site is 1372acres of nativetall grassprairie with numerous'prairie
potholé wetlands

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throudh June;September

SOy -
6,

through October.

Waubun BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl; Peregrine~alcon;

Greate Prdrie-Chicken; SandhillCrane; Upland Sandpiper;

Common Snipe; Sedge and MarshWren; prairie sparrows.

NOTES FOR BIRDING
THE AREA: Accessthe
areafrom the east or west
sides of the WPA. ThisWPA
isagood areato view

wildflowers.
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CONTACT:

Detroit Lakes Wetlard
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Detroit Lakes, MN 56501,218-847-4431.
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E-mal: detroitlakes@fws.gov
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26. HAMDEN SLOUGH NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

FEATURES: This 3,20 acreUSFWS refugewasestaltishedin 1989. Therefuge
feaures the prairie wetlard ecosystenandis locatedin the prairie-hadwood
transiton zone.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughNovember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR:
Waterfowl including Green-winged
Teal Carvasack Redhead,
Common Goldeneye and Ruddy
Duck; shaebirds whenmarshes are
in drawdown; Snowy Owl (winter
orly); Sedge and MarshWrens;
Nelson’s Sharp Tailed Sparrow,
Henslow’s Sparow, LeConte’s Sparow, Dickcisel; Bobdink and Yellow-heacd
Blackbird. Rarities seen include: CattleEgretandPiping Plover.

Hamden Slough Bruce Lenning

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Checklistavailable.

CONTACT: Detroit LakesWetlandManagenent District
26624North Tower Road,Detroit Lakes,MN 56501
218-847-4431~ www.fws.gov/midvest/hamdenslough/
E-mall: DetroitLakes@ws.gov




27. TAMARAC NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

FEATURES: Closeto 43,000acres Prairie,bogs,
hadwoodsand pine forests Therefugehasanintempretive
cener, hiking trail s, au tour routesas well asboating
avalable on refuge lakesandponds Manage by the
USFWS.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughJune;
AugustthroughQOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Comnon Loon; Trumpeer
Swan Woaod Duck; Bald Eagle; Red-shouldered andBroad-
winged Hawks; Peregine Falcon; Ruffed Grouse American
Woodcock Winter, Sedje andMarsh Wrens;manyneotropical
migrantsinduding 25 speciesof warblersposdble in mid-May.
Rarities seen include: \White-winged Scoter,GreatGray
Owl; Black-backed Woodpecler; Boreal Chickadbe; Townserl's
Soitaire Northem Mockingbird; CerukeanWarbler and
Spotted Towhee

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Checklist
available. Stap at the visitor center for currentinformaton
and seeral bird feedersoffer excellentbirding opportunities.
Hours are 7:30 am. to 4:00 p.m. weekdaysyear-rour, and
10:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. sumner weelends Pleaseshare
wildlife sightings with refuge staff. Closedfederal holidays.

CONTACT: TamamcNWR, 35704Co.
Hwy. 26, Rochet, MN 56578,218-847-2641.
www.fws.gov/midwed/tamarac

E-mail: tamaac@fws.gov

Ruffed Grouse Peter Card Jr

Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge

Stephen Maxson

N

Ul indicates beadquarters

www.mnbirdtrail.com




