


Welcome to Northwestern Minnesota where a unique collection of habitats provide
homes for a tremendous variety of birds. Pine forests, deciduous woodlands, native
tallgrass prairie, aspen parkland, sand dunes (remnants of Glacial Lake Agassiz),
calcareous fens, bogs, marshes, large and small lakes and rivers make up the
transition zone that offers over 275 species of birds. Most of the sites are on public
land or private reserves open to the public. There are not facilities at all sites.

Some of the unique “lifers” you can see here include the Northern Goshawk, Ruffed
Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken, Yellow Rail, American Woodcock, Snowy Owl,
Northern Hawk Owl, Great Gray Owl, Three-toed and Black-backed
Woodpeckers, Boreal Chickadee; Bay-breasted, Connecticut and Mourning
Warblers; Red and White-winged Crossbills and Pine and Evening Grosbeaks.

This guide will help you get started. It provides a reference for beginning to
advanced birders. The trail is over 200 miles in length with 45 sites to view birds.
These sites offer some of the most spectacular birding in the state, along with
scenic beauty and friendly communities. Although spring, summer and fall offer
an abundance of birds, winter is also an exciting time to see winter specialties.

The Pine to Prairie Birding Trail is dynamic. Birding trail logo signs are in place at a
number of birding locations; however, complete signage is not currently in place.
Interpretive signs are in place at featured sites; the future will bring additional
signage and informational improvements.

Currently, check with Tourism Officials at Detroit Lakes, Fergus Falls, Pelican
Rapids, Roseau, Thief River Falls and Warroad for information on bird sightings
and assistance with trip planning.

The Pine to Prairie Birding Trail is a unique partnership between the NW Minnesota
communities of Detroit Lakes, Fergus Falls, Pelican Rapids, Roseau, Thief River Falls
and Warroad; participating agencies U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources Nongame Wildlife Program, Explore Minnesota
Tourism, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation; the birding entities of the Minnesota
Ornithologist’s Union, Audubon Minnesota, Lakes Area Birding Club and the Agassiz
Chapter of the National Audubon Society.

Special contributors to this brochure include Audubon Minnesota, as well as funding
for the project by the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund as
recommended by the Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCMR).
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SITE NUMBERS

LEGEND

AREA
ENLARGED

1. Warroad Point Park
2. Lost River State Forest
3. Roseau Waste Water Treatment

Ponds
4. Roseau River Wildlife Management

Area
5. Beltrami Island State Forest
6. Red Lake Wildlife Management

Area
7. Hayes Lake State Park
8. The Wallace C. Dayton

Conservation and Wildlife Area
9. Lake Bronson State Park
10. Twin Lakes Wildlife Management

Area
11. Thief Lake Wildlife Management

Area
12. Agassiz National Wildlife Refuge
13. Old Mill State Park
14. Wetlands, Pines and Prairie

Audubon Sanctuary
15. Thief River Falls Waste Water

Treatment Ponds
16. Gully Rice Paddies / Gully Fen

Scientific and Natural Area
17. Pembina Trail Preserve Scientific

And Natural Area
18. Pankratz Memorial Prairie
19. Tympanuchus Wildlife

Management Area
20. Burnham Creek Wildlife

Management Area
21. Glacial Ridge National Wildlife Refuge
22. Rydell National Wildlife Refuge

23. Agassiz Dunes Scientific and
Natural Area / Agassiz
Environmental Learning Center

24. Waubun Wildlife Management Area
25. Helliksen Prairie Waterfowl

Production Area
26. Hamden Slough National Wildlife

Refuge
27. Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge
28. Detroit Lakes Wetlands

Management District
29. Dunton Locks County Park
30. Felton Prairie
31. Buffalo River State Park / Regional

Science Center
32. Bluestem Prairie Scientific and

Natural Area
33. Pelican Rapids City Parks
34. Maplewood State Park
35. Anna Gronseth Prairie /

Town Hall Prairie
36. Rothsay Wildlife Management Area
37. Kettledrummer Prairie /

Foxhome Prairie
38. Breckenridge Waste Water

Treatment Ponds
39. Prairie Wetlands Learning Center
40. Fergus Falls Lake Alice
41. Fergus Falls Riverview Waterfowl

Sanctuary
42. Agassiz Waterfowl Production Area
43. Orwell Wildlife Management Area
44. Glendalough State Park
45. Egret Island Scientific and Natural

Area (Pelican Lake)

Fergus Falls Pelican Rapids Detroit Lakes Thief River Falls Roseau Warroad

Fergus Falls 20 45 141 203 223
Pelican Rapids 20 24 118 181 203
Detroit Lakes 45 24 96 158 178
Thief River Falls 141 118 96 62 82
Roseau 203 181 158 62 20
Warroad 223 203 178 82 20
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1. WARROAD POINT PARK/OBSERVATIONMOUND
HABITAT: Mouthof theWarroadRiver andLakeof theWoods;sandbarsat timesof low
waterlevels; lake edgewith treesandcattail marsh.

FEATURES:WarroadPoint Parkis partof a
recreationalsitemanagedby theCity of Warroad.
Theareahaspublic ramps, a drive-upnature
viewing area, an observationtower,Ospreynesting
platforms, a beach, campground andample
parking. Theobservationmoundis located1/4
mile westof thecity pier.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
May through November.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: CommonLoon;
Red-neckedGrebe;AmericanWhitePelican;
GreaterScaup; CommonGoldeneye;Bonaparte’s, Franklin’s andHerring Gulls; Caspianand
Common Tern; shorebirdsandmigrant passerines. In migration, look for rarities such
as: Red-throated Loon;Harlequin Duck; Scoters; Lit tle and Sabine’sGulls andPiping Plover.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Check marshesandsandbarsneartheoverlook
and lake, at thedrive-upnatureviewing areaor climb theobservation tower,a good spot to
look for passerinesduringmigration. Warroadis a gateway to Lakeof theWoods,a large
uniquelake spanning two provincesandthestateof Minnesota.
Thelakehas 65,000miles of shorelineand14,582islands. TheWarroadPointParkis oneof manysitesto visit on thelake,includingZippel Bay
StatePark,GardenIslandStateRecreationAreaandtheuniqueNorthwestAngle islands.

CONTACT:WarroadAreaChamberof Commerce,P.O.Box 551,Warroad,MN 56763,800-328-4455or 218-386-3543.www.warroad.org

Point Park

2. LOST RIVER STATE FOREST
HABITAT: Coniferousanddeciduousforest;peatbog;river; will ow and
alder thickets; fields.

FEATURES: StateForestborderingManitobawhich is knownto bea reliable
location for viewing GreatGrayOwls.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: MarchthroughDecember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: SpruceGrouse;Snowy,NorthernHawk,GreatGrayand
Northern Saw-whet Owls;Whip-poor-will; Three-toed andBlack-backedWoodpeckers;
Yellow-belliedFlycatcher;CommonRaven;BorealChickadee;Magnolia,Cape
May, Blackburnian,Bay-breasted,Connecticut andMourningWarblers;White-winged

Crossbill and other winter finches. Sprague’sPipit
has been recorded herealso.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Thenorthernmost threemilesof Hwy. 310, just
before reaching theCanadianborder,are thebest.
Accessto areasoff thehighwayaremainly by
minimummaintenanceroads,hiking foresttrails
andditch gradetrails. Someroadsmaybedifficult
to travel in winter. Theinterpretivesign is located
West of Highway 310.

CONTACT:Lost RiverStateForest,1101LakeSt.NE,
Warroad, MN 56763,218-386-1304.
www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_forests/sft00057

Great Gray Owl MN DNR

Warroad Observation Tower Katie Haws



3. ROSEAU WASTE WATER
TREATMENT PONDS
HABITAT: Threepondssurroundedby fields.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.Usecautionduring huntingseason.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl;gulls; shorebirds.In migration, look for
rarities such as: HarlequinDuck or CaliforniaGull.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE
AREA: Fenced and gated. Only theeast
pondcanbescannedfromoutsidethefence.
For accessinside thepondsarea, prior
permission is required.Foot traffic only.

CONTACT: RoseauUtil ity Department,
1198Center St. W., Roseau, MN 56751,
218-463-2351.www.city.roseau.mn.us

4. ROSEAU RIVER WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
HABITAT: Marshes;fields; deciduouswoodsandlargepools.

FEATURES: RoseauRiverWildlife ManagementAreaencompasses
61,333acres and is managedby theDNR. TheRoseauRiver flows west
throughtheunit. Thereare27milesof dikeswhich createthreelargepools
that aremanaged aswetlands.Theareaprovidespremierewildlife habitatfor
breeding andmigratory birds,andis theonly nestingspotin Minnesotafor the
Horned Grebe.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.Very popularwith
waterfowl anddeer huntersduringseason.Checkat theheadquartersfor
restrictionsandareasto avoid.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Five speciesof grebes;Least Bittern; waterfowl;
Yellow Rail; Sandhill Crane; Wilson’s Phalarope; Franklin’s Gull; Forster’s
Tern; Marsh Wren; LeConte’s and Nelson’s Sharp-tailedSparrows.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Dike roadsalongpoolsmaybeaccessedon
foot or by bicycle. Bestviewing in spring,as
cattails may obscureview of someareasin late
summer or fall. Blinds on theeastsideof Pool
Onemay beused for bird observationexcept
duringthewaterfowl huntingseason.
Also check areas of sedgemarshsouthof this
WMA alongCo. Rd. 7.

CONTACT: RoseauRiverWMA,
27952400thSt., Roseau,MN
56751-8057,218-463-1130.

★ indicates headquarters

American Coot Stephen Maxson

Western Grebe James Mattsson



5. BELTRAMI ISLAND STATE FOREST
FEATURES: 669,000acresof jack pine,aspenandvastinaccessible peatlands.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughMarch.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Northern Goshawk; RuffedGrouse;SpruceGrouse;NorthernHawk,
GreatGrayandBorealOwls; Black-billedCuckoo; Whip-poor-will; Three-toed andBlack-backed
Woodpeckers; AlderFlycatcher; BorealChickadee;morethan20 speciesof nestingwarblers
including Golden-winged, CapeMay, Blackburnian,Pine,Bay-breasted,Connecticut and
Mourning; Pineand EveningGrosbeaks;RedandWhite-wingedCrossbills.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Forest roads are open to the public.
ThompsonForestRoad is highly
recommended.A few secondaryroadsaregated
to protectsurfacesduringvery wetperiodsof the
springand fall. Many forestroadsarenot plowed
in winter. Logging trails maybehiked,giving
goodaccessto remoteareas.Campgroundsand
picnic areas canbefoundhere.

CONTACT:
For the west half of the state forest:
AreaForest Supervisor, DNR Forestry,
1101LakeSt. NE, Warroad,MN 56763,
218-386-1304.
For the east half of the state forest:
AreaForest Supervisor, DNR Forestry,
206Main St.E., Baudette,MN 56623,
218-634-2172.
www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_forests/sft00005

6. RED LAKE WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
HABITAT: Deciduousandconiferousforest; peat bog andmeadow.
FEATURES: 417,000 acreswildlife areamanaged by theMinnesota DNR.
BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughMarch.
BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: SameasBeltrami IslandStateForest.
NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Remote.Accessibleonly by forestroadsand
walking trails. Bird checklistavailable.Visitors shouldcontact theheadquartersoffice atNorris
Campfor currentcondition of roadsandtrails.

CONTACT: RedLakeWMA, POBox 100,11536FaunceButterfieldRd.SW,
Roosevelt, MN 56673,218-783-6861.
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Connecticut Warbler Kathy Adams Clark

Piliated Woodpecker Roland Jordahl

Spruce Grouse Steve Mortenson



8. THE WALLACE C.
DAYTON CONSERVATION
AND WILDLIFE AREA
FEATURES: 12,600acresof aspenparklandhabitat are
preservedwithin theWallaceC. DaytonConservationand
Wildl ife Area,ownedandmanagedby TheNatureConservancy
(TNC). This site hasbeendesignatedby TNC asa “last great
place,”andis an intactremnantof a vast dynamiclandscape.
Moose,elk, wolvesandbearcanbeseenhere.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK
FOR:
Sharp-tailedGrouse;
Yellow Rail;
Sandhil l Crane;Marbled
Godwits and
Wilson’s Phalarope.

NOTES FOR
BIRDING THE
AREA: Thevastareacan bebestexplored on foot.

CONTACT: TNC Tallgrass
AspenParklandOffice, 202N. Main, P.O.Box 139,Karlstad,MN 56732,218-436-3455.www.nature.org
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7. HAYES LAKE STATE PARK
FEATURES: HayesLakeStatePark,located15milessouthand
ninemiles east of Roseau,is managedby theMinnesotaDNR. It is
locatedat thewestern edgeof theextensivepeatlandsandforestsof
Roseau andLakeof theWoodscounties.This 2,950acrestatepark
features hiking, a campground,a groupcampandcampercabins.A
new bogboardwalk providesthevisitor with opportunitiesto view
boreal bird species, aswell asladyslippers.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
May throughJune;
August throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR:
Common Loon; Osprey;
Whip-poor-wil l;
Black-backedWoodpecker; Gray Jay;
Black-billedMagpieandCedarWaxwing.
Rare birds recorded here include:
SpruceGrouse; BorealOwl andWestern
Wood-Pewee.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE
AREA: Vehiclepermitsare required.Areamapandbird checklist are
available. Picnic areaand camping available.Adjacent to theBeltrami
IslandState Forest.
Two hundred bird specieshavebeensightedin thepark.

CONTACT: HayesLakeStatePark,48990 Co. Rd. 4, Roseau,MN
56751, 218-425-7504.www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/hayes_lake
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Sandhill Crane Stephen Maxson

★ indicates headquarters

Yellow - TNC

Green - DNR
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9. LAKE BRONSON
STATE PARK
FEATURES: LakeBronsonStatePark,
3,598acres in size, is locatedtwo mileseast
of thetownof LakeBronson,in Kittson
County. Thepark is locatedwithin the
aspen-parklandecologicalprovinceof NW
Minnesotaand featuresuniqueassociated
wildlife such asmooseandSandhillCranes.
Uniqueamenities includeanobservation
tower andanew visitor’s center.Therearethreecampgroundsin theparkplus
several primitive sitesandagroupcamp.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl; Sharp-tailedGrouse;shorebirds
includingUplandSandpiper; Long-earedandNorthernSaw-whetOwls;
woodpeckers;warblers;sparrowsandfinches.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Vehiclepermitsarerequired.
Areamapandbird checklistareavailable.Hiking trailsallow for excellentpark
access.

CONTACT: LakeBronsonStatePark,Box 9, LakeBronson,MN 56734,
218-754-2200.www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/lake_bronson

10. TWIN LAKES WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
FEATURES: TheTwin LakesWMA, locatedin KittsonCounty,is
comprisedof over50 percentwetlandswith theremainder in aspenforest,
oaksavannah anddry prairie. Thesite is managedby theMinnesotaDNR
andis over 8,000acresin size.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl; rails; SandhillCrane;warblers;
EasternTowhee;American Bittern; sparrows; BaldEagleandCommonLoon.

NOTES FOR
BIRDING THE
AREA: Prairie
wildflowersarelovely in
mid summer.Watchfor
moose,wolves,bobcatand
riverotter. Freecamping
at eight primitive sites
within theWMA.
A wildlif e observation
moundis located on the
unit.

CONTACT: DNR
Wildli feAreaOffice,
202 Main St. N.,
Karlstad,MN 56732,
218-436-2427.

Northern Saw-whet Owl

American Bittern Stephen Maxson

★ indicates headquarters



11. THIEF LAKE WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENTAREA
HABITAT: Lake; marsh;deciduouswoods;alder thickets; fields.

FEATURES: This largewildlife area,managedby theMinnesota
DNR, contains a largeshallow lake aswell asseveralthousandacres
of uplandforested ridges.All told, theunit is 55,000acresin sizeand
provideshabitat for 232differentbird species.A small elk herdcan
be sightedin thevicinity.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Five species of grebes;American
Bittern; Black-crownedNight-Heron; waterfowl includingCanvasback
andRuddyDuck; Franklin’s Gull; Sandhill Crane; warblersand
grasslandsparrows.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE
AREA: Follow the roadalong the
south endof thelake. There is a
“wil dlife viewingmound”along this
road. Theareais notedfor providing
nesting andmigratory habitatfor
manywaterfowl species. Thereis a
handicappedaccessiblewildlif e
observation moundlocatedeastof the
headquarters and spectacular viewsof
thelakecanbehadfrom themound.
Look for shorebirdsby thethousandsduringAugust.

CONTACT: Thief LakeWMA, 42280240thAve.NE,
MiddleRiver,MN 56737,218-222-3747.

★ indicates headquarters

12. AGASSIZ NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE
HABITAT: Largepools;marshes; grassland;brushlandbog;aspenwoodland.

FEATURES: Located in theAspenParklandof MN, thisNationalWildlife Refuge,
managedby theU.S.Fish andWildli fe Service,is 61,500acres andwasdesignatedasa
globally importantbird areain 2001.It containsover40,000acresof managedshallow
wetlandsand is a premier spot for viewingwetlandwildlife. Oneof thebest100birding
sitesin NorthAmerica.Oneof thebest 50wildlife observation areasin theU.S.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughNovember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Five speciesof grebes; Black-crownedNight-Heron;waterfowl; rails; AmericanBittern; Black-billedMagpie;
Yellow-headedBlackbird; SandhillCrane;shorebirds;Short-earedOwl; SedgeWren; LeConte’sandNelson’sSharp-tailedSparrows.
Rarities recorded include: SnowyandCattleEgrets; White-wingedScoter;GoldenEagleandWillow Flycatcher.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Bird checklist, general brochureand refugemapavailable.Stop at theoffice for currentinformation.Office
hoursare7:30 a.m.to 4:00p.m. weekdaysyear-round.ClosedFederalHolidays.Gift shop.Auto tour routeopenMay-October.Threeshorthiking trails,
twowheelchairaccessible, HeadquartersandRodahl. Pools in drawdown are good for shorebirds. Two hundredandninety-fourbird specieshavebeen
sightedat therefuge.It hasthelargest colony of nesting Franklin’sGulls in NorthAmericaandis hometo 17nestingspeciesof waterfowl.Mooseand
wolvescanalso occasionally be seenhere.Thereis excellentwildlife viewing fromseveralroadsin therefuge,aswell asanobservationtowerand
wildli fe displaysin theoffice.

CONTACT: Agassiz NWR, 22996290th St. NE, MiddleRiver,MN 56737-9754,218-449-4115.www.fws.gov/midwest/agassiz
E-mail: agassiz@fws.gov

Franklins Gull - Adult & Chick James P. Mattsson

Eared Grebe James Mattsson



13. OLD MILL STATE PARK
HABITAT: 406acres. Deciduous
woodlands; coniferousplantations;
aspenparkland; oak savannah; prairie;
wetmeadows; river andlakes.

FEATURES: Theparkfeatures
hiking/ski trails anda steampowered
flour mill, aswell asa campgroundand
swimmingbeach.Old Mil l StateParkis
operated by theMinnesotaDNR.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Sharp-tailedGrouse;Snowy (winter only), Long-
eared,Short-earedandNorthernSaw-whetOwls;PileatedWoodpecker; vireos;wrens;
warblersandfinches. Rarities seen here include: Clark’s Nutcrackerand
Mountain Bluebird.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Vehicle permits arerequired.Area
mapandbird checklist areavailable. Picnic area andcamping available.Birding
canbeexcellent with overonehundredspeciescommonly foundin thepark.

CONTACT: Old Mi ll StatePark, 33489240thAve.NW, Argyle,MN 56713,
218-437-8174.www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/old_mill

14. WETLANDS,
PINES AND
PRAIRIE AUDUBON
SANCTUARY
FEATURES: Thesite is 800acresin sizeand
includeswetlands, waterways,treeplantings,
trails andan intrepretivecenter.Thecenteris
staffedby adirector andtoursareavailableto individualsandschoolgroups.Call for
hoursandavailability. This site is ownedby theAgassizChapterof theNationalAudubon
Society.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Many passerines,especially duringmigration.American
Bittern; Long-earedand Short-earedOwls;
Gray Partridge; Black-billed Cuckoo;Western
Kingbird; grassland sparrows; OrchardOriole.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Stopat thevisitor centeror informationkiosk
andsign guest book. Bird checklist available.
Trails are open to thepublic. Watchfor moose.

CONTACT: WPPAudubonSanctuary,
27453190thSt. NW, Warren,MN 56762,
218-745-5663.www.wiktel.net/wpp

Sharp-tailed Grouse Steve Mortensen

★ indicates headquarters

★ indicates headquarters

Old Mill State Park David Arscott

Wetland Pines Prairie David Arscott
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15. THIEF RIVER
FALLS WASTE
WATER
TREATMENT
PONDS
HABITAT: Two primary pondsof 131acres
eachanda secondary pondof 88 acres.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughNovember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR:
Waterfowl; gulls and shorebirds.
Rarities found here include:
Little andCaliforniaGulls.

NOTES FOR BIRDING
THE AREA: Main access - useCountyRd
73 toWestside of pondoverlook. Prior to
your visit, contact theplantsuperintendent.

CONTACT: Plant Superintendent,
POBox 528,Thief River Falls, MN 56701
218-681-4425.
www.citytrf.net

16. GULLYRICEPADDIES / GULLYFEN
SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA
HABITAT: Rice paddies;fields;pastures;shrubbygrasslands;woodlandedges;
calcareousfens; conifer andhardwoodseepageswamps.

FEATURES: Gully FenSNA,a1,610acrenaturalareamanagedby theMinnesotaDNR,
includesacalcareousseepagefenandalowlandtamarack swamp.Birdsassociatedwith
lowlandconifersuchastheWhite-ThroatedSparrowarecommonhere.Theprivately
owned ricepaddiesnearby,whenwater-covered,aregreat placesto viewwaterfowl and
shorebirds,especially in migration.At times,hundredsof swanscanbeseenhere.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: MarchthroughMay.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl, including SnowGooseandTundraSwan;
Rough-leggedHawk;PeregrineFalcon; MarbledGodwit and otherearly shorebirds;
SnowyandShort-earedOwls.Watchfor Ross’sGeesemixedwith SnowGeese.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Excellentarea to visit in earlyspring.
Asmigration proceeds,migrant songbirdsarecommon in theareaalso. Paddiesare
privately owned so pleasestay onmain roads.Interesting and
rareplantcommunitiesandbeautiful wildflowers.Waterproof
footgearis recommended.Bird checklistfor Gully FenSNA
found at: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/outdoor_activities/snas/
gully_fen_checklist.pdf

CONTACT: RegionalManager, DNR EcologicalServices,
2115 Birchmont Beach Road NE
Bemidji , MN 56601, 218-755-3634
www.dnr.state.mn.us/snas/sna01084
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Black Tern Stephen Maxson

★ Pond Overlook

Spotted Sandpiper Roland Jordahl
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18. PANKRATZ
MEMORIAL
PRAIRIE
FEATURES: Native tallgrass andmesic
prairie; calcareousfenand sedgemarsh.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April through
October.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: GreaterPrairie-
Chicken; Yellow Rail; UplandSandpiper;
MarbledGodwit; Wilson’sPhalarope;Nelson’s
Sharp-tailed Sparrow.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:
Sandhill Cranes stagein this areain April.
Waterprooffootgear recommended.No trails.
Foot traffic permitted.

CONTACT: TheNatureConservancy,
1533728thAve. S.,Glyndon,MN 56547,
218-498-2679.www.nature.org

17. PEMBINA TRAIL PRESERVE
SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA
HABITAT: Tallgrassprairie; aspenwoods;wetmeadows;willow thickets;
marsh andsedge.

FEATURES: This 2,377acre preserve is oneof severalspectacularprairie
areasnearCrookston.This site is ownedby TheNatureConservancyandleased
to theDNR-SNAProgram.It is associatedwith thePembinatrail, amajorox-cart
routethat traders usedto haul fur andsuppliesbetweenWinnipegandSt.Paul.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughSeptember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Sharp-tailedGrouse;Greater Prairie-Chicken;
Yellow Rail; Sandhill Crane;UplandSandpiper;Wilson’sPhalarope;
Short-earedOwl; MarshWren;LeConte’s Sparrow;Bobolink.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Waterprooffoot gearrecommended.
No trails available.Foot traffic permitted.Beautiful wildflowersin summer.
Watch for moose. Bird checklist at: http://fi les.dnr.state.mn.us/outdoor_activities/snas/pembina_trail_checklist.pdf

CONTACT: Regional Manager, DNR Ecological Services,
2115 Birchmont BeachRoadNE • Bemidji, MN 56601• 218-755-3634 • www.dnr.state.mn.us/snas/sna00988

Contactsitemanagersfor
informationon

Prairie-Chickenobservation
blinds(April-May.)

Pembina Trail Preserve SNA Katie Haws

Greater Prairie-Chicken Roland Jordahl



21. GLACIAL RIDGE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
FEATURES: Thenation'slargest tallgrassprairierestorationprojectwas
created in 2004as the545threfugethroughtheefforts of manypartners.This
24,700acre area of FWSandTNC landincludestallgrassprairie(dry, mesic
andwet); aspenwoods;sedgemeadows;calcareousfens;andoaksavanna.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: SandhillCranes,GreaterPrairie-Chickens,
Bobolink, MarbledGodwits, Nelson'sSharp-tailedSparrow,Savanna
Sparrow, shorebirdsandwaterfowl.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Waterproof footwearis
recommended.No trails available.Accessis by foot only. Prairie-Chicken
Viewing/Photographyblinds are availableApril-May. ContacttheCrookston
CVB, at 800-809-5997,for reservations.

CONTACT: Glacial RidgeNationalWildlife Refuge,pleaseseecontactinfo for Site#22or
TheNatureConservancy,GlacialRidgeProject,31077StateHwy. 32 S.,Mentor,MN 56736,218-637-2146.www.nature.org

19. TYMPANUCHUSWILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
FEATURES: 840acre nativeprairie wildlif emanagementarea,managedby
MinnesotaDNR.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: GreaterPrairie-Chicken;UplandSandpiper;
MarbledGodwit; Short-earedOwl; LeConte’sandNelson’s Sharp-tailedSparrows.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA:Waterproof footgearrecommended.Foot
traffic permitted.PrairieChickenblindsaremaintainedby theDNR onprairieunits in
theareaandboomingchickensmaybeobservedin lateApril/early May. Contactthe
Wildl ife Off ice to makereservations.

CONTACT: Wildl ife AreaManager,MN DNR, 204S.Main, Crookston,MN 56716,
218-281-6063.www.dnr.state.mn.us• E-mail: info@dnr.state.mn.us

20. BURNHAM CREEK WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
FEATURES: This unit, comprised of 1,460acresof prairiesandawetland
impoundment, is managedby theMinnesotaDNR.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughAugust.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl;Rough-leggedHawk;PeregrineFalcon;
Sandhill Crane;prairie sparrows;longspurs;passerinesalongbrushyedgesof
impoundments.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Largeconcentrationsof SandhillCranesare
most likely in April. Longspurflocksmovethroughin earlyspring.Shorebirdsoftenuse
theimpoundments. Besttime to look is lateApril, May, July andAugust.Checkbrushy
edges of east side of eastpool for passerines.Areais closedto thepublic during
September andOctober (waterfowlrefuge).

CONTACT: Wildlife AreaManager,MN DNR, 204S.Main, Crookston,MN 56716,
218-281-6063.www.dnr.state.mn.us• E-mail: info@dnr.state.mn.us

Blue-winged Teal S. Nielsen

Yellow Rail Warren Nelson

Sandhill Crane Stephen Maxson

Map on page 12 for sites 17-21.



22. RYDELL NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE
HABITAT: Marshes;deciduouswoodlands;fields.

FEATURES: ThisNationalWildlife Refugewasestablishedin 1992.It includes
2,200acreswith oversevenmilesof accessibletrails, four of which arepaved.A
500’ bogboardwalk is alsofeatured,aswell asawetlandoverlookplatform.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: May throughJune;AugustthroughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: NestingTrumpeterSwans;passerines, includingScarlet
Tanager; Rose-breastedGrosbeak; grasslandsparrows;Bobolink and finches.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE
AREA: Checkli st available.
Universall y accessible trails.Refuge
Office is open 7:30 a.m.- 4:00p.m.
Monday through Friday. Call ahead for
visitor center and trail access hours.

CONTACT:
Rydell andGlacial RidgeNWR
17788349thStSE,
Erskine, MN 56535,800-841-0172.
www.fws.gov/midwest/rydell
E-mail: rydell@fws.gov

23. AGASSIZ DUNES SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREA (SNA) /
AGASSIZ ENVIRONMENTAL LEARNING CENTER (ELC)
FEATURES: Two interesting sitesarelocatednearFertile. Both localespreserveremnantsof Minnesota’sonly dunefieldassociatedwith Glacial
LakeAgassiz. TheELC is ownedandmanagedby thecity of Fertileandconsistsof a 640acrenaturalarea.Thereis aninterpretivecenter,a
campgroundandten miles of trail throughriverineforest, blufflands,oaksavannahandprairie.TheSNA is managed by theMinnesotaDNR. The

SNA is 417acres and containsdry prairieandoaksavannahcommunities.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Sharp-tailed
Grouse; Greater Prairie-Chicken;
Sandhill Crane;UplandSandpiper;
Marbled Godwit;Wilson’sPhalarope;
MarshWren; Clay-colored, LeConte’sand
Nelson’sSharp-tailed Sparrowsanda
variety of migrantsongbirds.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: TheSandhill River is a goodcorridor for
songbirdsin migration. TheLearningCenteroffers trails and a rusticcampgroundthat
are openevery day. Call aheadfor a programscheduleandnaturecenterhours.
Bird checklist:
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/outdoor_activities/snas/agassiz_dunes_checklist.pdf

CONTACT: Regional Manager, DNR Ecological Services,
2115 Birchmont BeachRoadNE • Bemidji, MN 56601
218-755-3634
www.dnr.state.mn.us/snas/sna00972

ToThief River Falls

Hooded Mergansers Roland Jordahl
★ indicates headquarters

Agassiz Dunes Bruce Lenning



24. WAUBUN WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA
FEATURES: Tallgrassprairie; cattail /sedgemarsh;wetmeadow.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughJune.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Northern Harrier; GreaterPrairie-Chicken;
YellowRail; Sandhill Crane;
prairiesparrows including
Nelson’sSharp-tailed.

NOTES FOR
BIRDING THE
AREA: Rails may not be
presentduring dry years.
Foot traffic permitted.
Waterprooffootgear
recommended.

CONTACT:Wildlife
AreaManager,MN DNR,
14583Cty. Hwy. 19,
Detroit Lakes,MN 56501.
218-847-1578.
www.dnr.state.mn.us

25.HELLIKSENPRAIRIE
WATERFOWL PRODUCTION
AREA
FEATURES: Oneof 168Waterfowl ProductionAreasmanagedby
theU.S. Fish andWildlife Service in thesurroundingcounties,this
site is 1372acres of nativetall grassprairiewith numerous“prairie
pothole” wetlands.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April through June;September
throughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: Waterfowl;PeregrineFalcon;
Greater Prairie-Chicken; SandhillCrane;UplandSandpiper;
Common Snipe; Sedge andMarshWren;prairiesparrows.

NOTES FOR BIRDING
THE AREA: Accessthe
areafrom theeast or west
sidesof theWPA. ThisWPA
isagoodarea to view
wildflowers.

CONTACT:
Detroit LakesWetland
Management District,
26624N. Tower Road,
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501,218-847-4431.
www.fws.gov/midwest/detroitlakes
E-mail: detroitlakes@fws.gov
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26. HAMDEN SLOUGH NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE
FEATURES: This 3,200 acreUSFWSrefugewasestablishedin 1989.Therefuge
features theprairiewetland ecosystemandis locatedin theprairie-hardwood
transition zone.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT:
April throughNovember.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR:
Waterfowl includingGreen-winged
Teal, Canvasback, Redhead,
Common Goldeneye andRuddy
Duck; shorebirdswhenmarshesare
in drawdown; SnowyOwl (winter
only); SedgeandMarshWrens;
Nelson’sSharp Tailed Sparrow,
Henslow’s Sparrow, LeConte’sSparrow, Dickcissel; Bobolink andYellow-headed
Blackbird.Rarities seen include: CattleEgretandPipingPlover.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Checklistavailable.

CONTACT: Detroit LakesWetlandManagementDistrict
26624NorthTower Road,Detroit Lakes,MN 56501
218-847-4431• www.fws.gov/midwest/hamdenslough/
E-mail: DetroitLakes@fws.gov

Greater Prairie Chicken Gerald Maertens

Hamden Slough Bruce Lenning

★ indicates contact station



27. TAMARAC NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE
FEATURES: Closeto 43,000acres. Prairie,bogs,
hardwoodsandpineforests. Therefugehasaninterpretive
center,hiking trails, auto tour routesaswell asboating
availableon refugelakesandponds. Managed by the
USFWS.

BEST TIMES TO VISIT: April throughJune;
AugustthroughOctober.

BIRDS TO LOOK FOR: CommonLoon; Trumpeter
Swan; Wood Duck; Bald Eagle; Red-shoulderedandBroad-
wingedHawks; Peregrine Falcon; RuffedGrouse;American
Woodcock; Winter, SedgeandMarshWrens;manyneotropical
migrantsincluding25speciesof warblerspossible in mid-May.
Rarities seen include:White-wingedScoter;GreatGray
Owl; Black-backedWoodpecker;BorealChickadee;Townsend’s
Solitaire; NorthernMockingbird; CeruleanWarbler and
Spotted Towhee.

NOTES FOR BIRDING THE AREA: Checklist
available.Stop at the visitor center for current information
and severalbird feedersoffer excellentbirdingopportunities.
Hoursare7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdaysyear-round, and
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. summerweekends.Pleaseshare
wildli fe sightingswith refugestaff. Closedfederal holidays.

CONTACT: TamaracNWR, 35704Co.
Hwy. 26,Rochert, MN 56578,218-847-2641.
www.fws.gov/midwest/tamarac
E-mail: tamarac@fws.gov

★ indicates headquarters

Common Loon Stephen Maxson

Ruffed Grouse Peter Card Jr

T
am

ar
ac

N
at
io
n
al

W
ild

lif
e
R
ef
u
ge


